PASCACK VALLEY REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT

Title: Continuum of Services for Gifted and Talented Education Act

Preamble:

The Continuum of Services for Gifted and Talented Education Act is designed to ensure that gifted and
talented students have equitable access to appropriate educational opportunities that meet their unique
learning needs and support their intellectual, social, and emotional development. This act recognizes the
importance of identifying, nurturing, and challenging gifted and talented students to help them reach
their full potential. It is our commitment to provide a comprehensive and flexible continuum of services
that caters to the diverse needs of gifted and talented learners.

Section 1: Definitions

1.1. Gifted and Talented Student: A student who demonstrates exceptional intellectual, creative, artistic,
leadership, or other abilities and requires specialized programming or services beyond the standard
curriculum to fully develop their potential.

Section 2: Identification and Assessment

2.1. Schools shall implement a comprehensive and ongoing process for the identification of gifted and
talented students, which may include multiple criteria such as standardized tests, teacher
recommendations, portfolio assessments, and behavioral checklists.

2.2. Assessment procedures shall be culturally unbiased and sensitive to ensure that students from
diverse backgrounds are not overlooked.

Section 3: Continuum of Services

3.1. Universal Screening: All students shall have access to differentiated instruction in the regular
classroom to address their unique learning needs. Teachers shall receive professional development to
effectively differentiate instruction.

3.2. In-Classroom Enrichment: Enrichment activities shall be provided within the regular classroom to
challenge and engage gifted and talented students.

3.3. Pull-Out Programs: Gifted and talented students may be provided with opportunities to participate
in specialized enrichment programs outside of the regular classroom.

3.4. Acceleration: Acceleration options, such as grade skipping or advanced coursework, shall be made
available for students who demonstrate readiness.

3.5. Mentorship and Apprenticeship: Gifted and talented students may be paired with mentors or
engage in apprenticeship programs to further develop their talents and interests.

3.6. Cluster Grouping: Cluster grouping strategies shall be used to place gifted and talented students
together in classes where appropriate, fostering peer interactions and support.



3.7. Individualized Education Plans (IEPs): Individualized plans shall be developed for gifted and talented
students with exceptional needs, including those with disabilities or other exceptionalities.

3.8. Professional Development: Educators shall receive ongoing professional development in gifted
education strategies and methodologies to effectively serve the needs of these students.

Section 4: Parent and Community Involvement

4.1. Schools shall actively involve parents and the community in the planning and implementation of
gifted and talented education services.

4.2. Information regarding gifted and talented programs and services shall be communicated to parents
in a clear and accessible manner.

Section 5: Accountability and Evaluation

5.1. Schools shall establish clear goals and outcomes for their gifted and talented programs, regularly
assess progress, and make adjustments as needed.

5.2. The State Department of Education shall conduct periodic reviews and evaluations of gifted and
talented programs to ensure compliance with this act.

Section 6: Funding

6.1. Adequate funding shall be allocated to support the implementation of the Continuum of Services for
Gifted and Talented Education Act, including professional development, resources, and specialized
personnel.

Section 7: Reporting

7.1. Schools shall provide annual reports to the State Department of Education on the progress and
outcomes of their gifted and talented programs.

Section 8: Implementation Timeline
8.1. This act shall be implemented beginning in the academic year following its passage.
Section 9: Amendments

9.1. Amendments to this act may be proposed and considered as needed to ensure its effectiveness in
meeting the needs of gifted and talented students.

Section 10: Enactment
10.1. This act shall take effect upon its passage and signing into law.

This Continuum of Services for Gifted and Talented Education Act is designed to ensure that gifted and
talented students receive the education and support they need to thrive academically and personally,
fostering a society that values and nurtures excellence in all its forms.



